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the head of the Chia. But in daily management-
such as the determining of the crop to be sown, date
of sowing, etc.—the head, especially if it is a woman,
does not exercise the right but leaves the decision to
persons competent in the technique. But in selling
or leasing the land, no one except the head can make a
decision. Indeed, in practice, his action may be
compelled by other members or he may act on their
advice, but the responsibility is his own. In the
ownership of land, we can see how the right of use,
the right of enjoying the benefit and the right of dis-
posal have been diffused among the members of the
group.
The house is used for the silk industry, for threshing
rice,- for cooking, and for other productive work. It is
also used for shelter, for sleeping and for comfort.
These different functions derive from quite different
types of ownership. In case of silk raising, much
space is needed specially during the last two weeks of
the raising period. In that period, all the rooms except
the kitchen may be used for sheltering silkworms. All
the members of the household will crowd in one bed-
room. The individual allotment of bedrooms dis-
appears temporarily. In threshing rice, the central
hall is used in ccfrnmon and even sometimes shared with
the newly divided siblings. The kitchen is chiefly
used by women. But the food prepared is shared by
all members of the household, except occasionally for
special members.
Individual ownership, as meaning the exclusive use
of certain objects by certain individuals, is found mostly
in goods for consumption. It is clear that those goods
which will be exhausted after use are necessarily owned
by individuals. But those articles that can be re-

